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Westwood Square Coalition 
Meeting 
April 4, 2012, 6:00 p.m. 
Westwood Town Hall 
 
Present: Terri Premo, John Eby, Jim McNulty, John Lewandowski, Herschel Benkert,  

Tom Bonhaus, Mary Jenkins, Kathy Bach, Rick Boyd, Joe Henke 
 

The group convened at 6:00 p.m. Introductions were made.  There are representatives from WestCURC, 
Westwood Civic Association, Westwood Works, and Westwood Historical Society.  Additionally, there 
are several members of the area business community.   A discussion of structure was held.  It was 
agreed that an informal approach is desirable but that a moderator and note taker are necessary roles.  
John Lewandowski was selected as moderator and Mary Jenkins as recorder. 
 
Mary Jenkins noted that the Westwood Civic Association representatives are not empowered to vote 
without approval by WCA.  The other organization representatives are empowered to vote.  The 
members present agreed to allow time for consultation with parent organizations as the coalition strives 
to build trust and collaboration.   
 
John Lewandowski identified the purpose of the coalition as engaged in public discourse, information 
gathering, learning, and deliberation about the best interests of the community and the business district 
from Kling to the Cheviot border.  He noted the importance of listening and public deliberation.   
Further, he highlighted aspects of the past four years of research and public dialogue that has taken 
placed, including work by the city planning department and contracted planners.  City officials selected 
four neighborhoods for the focus of grant-funded planning and improvement, including Westwood.   
 
He commented on the atrophy that many business districts are facing and the qualities that strengthen 
business districts, including structural improvements, improved traffic patterns, a walkable 
neighborhood, protocol is are friendly to developers, available parking, good lighting, family friendly 
businesses, and other factors.  An analysis of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats has been 
conducted.  Mary Jenkins asked if we can commit to openness to more input and research, with the 
belief that increased participation now will result in more ideas and better plans for the business district.  
It was generally agreed that much more public deliberation is desirable. 
 
Jim McNulty asked that the first steps toward a study of feasibility come in the form of requests to city 
offices, including Traffic & Engineering, Economic Development, and Community Development, to 
identify opportunities and challenges in the business district.  John Lewandowski and other attendees 
commented that, while it would be desirable to gather input from city offices, it might be difficult to 
obtain a comprehensive, integrated, generative study without a coordinated approach by a contracted 
entity.     
 
Jim McNulty commented on his use of CAGIS, the city mapping tool, to consider a variation of the 
proposed Westwood Square.  He envisions a larger communal and green space, including part of the 
Westwood Town Hall grounds.  He also noted that the Ruehlman building at Harrison and Montana 
could serve as a prototype for a multistory combination of commercial and residential space.  Attendees 
agreed that there is strong interest in considering variations that will improve the viability of the 
business district. 
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Terri Premo asked who is empowered to give the directive to the city to engage in a feasibility study.  
Others responded that it would be city council and that the coalition could request the study.  John Eby 
commented that we would benefit from the perspectives of multiple city departments but that there is 
funding available now to support business district planning and development.   He and others urged that 
we seek that funding now, while delaying its use until we are further along with public input and 
research so that we focus a study on that which the public supports. 
 
Jim McNulty raised Westwood Civic Association concerns about the Westwood Tax Increment Financing 
(TIF) funds, noting that WCA is frustrated by the lack of city reporting on the status of each funds and 
the apparent use or intention of use of Westwood TIF funds without WCA input.   John Lewandowski 
commented that WCA should pursue the accounting of the funds.  He further noted that the coalition 
membership is interested in ensuring the availability of funds for a feasibility study. 
 
The attendees next discussed the means of sharing coalition news and information widely.  Mary Jenkins 
urged an independent site that would serve as information repository, discussion forum, and 
announcement space.  Most attendees agreed that the site would have to be accessible, managed 
independently of the participating organizations, and allow for the types of information discussed at this 
meeting.  Jim McNulty and Mary Jenkins spoke to Westwood Civic Association’s insistence on serving as 
the point of contact and conduit of information regarding the business district with the city.  John Eby 
remarked that the coalition serves as a coordinating group.  John Lewandowski noted that the coalition 
can serve as a conduit with the city within a limited scope. Kathy Bach commented that the coalition 
brings together a representative group of organizations, business leaders, and residents.  John 
Lewandowski requested that WCA defer to the coalition on matters related to the business district 
within the coalition’s limited scope.  Jim McNulty responded that WCA welcomes attendees with ideas 
and reiterated that it is important to have a single point of contact with the city.  John Eby commented 
that the coalition puts us at a table to work cooperatively together.  Mary Jenkins noted that, regardless 
of that, WCA has a right to address community issues.  John Lewandowski remarked that the coalition 
needs the authority to represent the engaged organizations, business community, and residents.  Mary 
Jenkins moved that the WCA be identified as the organization charged with communication with the city 
on matters related to the business district, but the motion failed for lack of a second. 
 
It was agreed that we would discuss coalition representation and the process for moving forward at the 
next meeting. 
 
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, April 18, 2013 at 6:30 p.m., location to be determined. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted, 

 
Mary Jenkins 


