
Westwood Coalition  
Meeting Minutes 
January 29, 2015 
 
Present: Tom Bonhaus, Judy Bonhaus, Joe Henke, Diane Siegroth, John Lewandowski, Hershel Benkert, 

Mary Jenkins, Larry Eiser 
 

Attendees reviewed the draft minutes from the December 4, 2014 and January 8, 2015 meetings, and approved 
them with one correction, to remove Judy Bonhaus as an attendee at the January 8 meeting. 
 

John Lewandowski (president of the WestCURC board) gave an update on WestCURC and Community Building 
Institute involvement in development of an action plan.  He noted that WestCURC plans to apply for funding 
through the competitive grant process associated with the Neighborhood Business District Improvement Fund, 
seeking funding for façade and related improvements in the business district as part of the master plan for the 
district.  He also referenced the complexities of planning for the improvements the Coalition recommended 
regarding the triangle and related streetscaping, citing the need for coordination of the project with numerous 
stakeholders.   He called for the development of an action plan now and noted that CBI’s role will be high level.   
 

Mary Jenkins and Larry Eiser both remarked favorably on the efforts that John Lewandowski outlined but further 
commented that the Coalition had been awaiting word from WestCURC on CBI’s level of involvement in the 
work program or action plan.  Given the limited engagement of CBI, and its focus on WestCURC’s strategic 
direction, attendees agreed that it is time to develop a detailed action plan for the Coalition’s work on the 
business district, to include the resources identified in the asset mapping exercise.   
 

Attendees spoke briefly about funding sources and what expenses might reasonably be expected to be taken on 
by the city, which expenses are assumed by property owners and businesses, and which would require external 
funding.  With more questions than answers, the discussion was set aside for the time being.   
 

Next, the attendees identified some of the specific work areas associated with the business district 
revitalization, including development, urban planning, traffic calming, lighting, communications, and branding.  
Mary Jenkins offered to consolidate the respondents’ asset maps into a single document so that the group can 
start aligning assets with tasks. 
 

Next, Mary Jenkins proposed that the Coalition hold a community meeting in February to feature a look at 
efforts to date and projects that lie ahead.  She suggested that Elizabeth Bartley of WestCURC be a speaker, to 
help report out on and comment on the various elements of the planning that are happening and that need to 
happen next.  The group discussed February 16 and 18 as options, with a preference for February 18.  Larry 
Eiser, Joe Henke, and Mary Jenkins will serve as the meeting planning team, and will solidify details with 
Elizabeth Bartley, secure a location, and announce the event as soon as possible. 
 

The next regular Coalition meeting is scheduled for February 19, 2015.  There being no other business before the 
group, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Minutes respectfully submitted, 

 
Mary Jenkins 


