
 

 

Coalition Meeting Notes 7/24/13 6:30 pm Westwood Town Hall 
 
Present: Mary Jenkins, John Lewandowski, Tom and Judy Bonhaus, Fred Berger, John 
Eby, Cameron Ross, Melva Gweyn, Kathy Bach (notetaker) 
 
Prep work and assignments for community meeting on Saturday, 7/27/13 (Westwood 
United Methodist Church from 9 am-noon) 
 
Ross reports that Vice Mayor Qualls plans to be in attendance at the meeting, but may 
have to leave early for office hours.   
Ross plans to give concrete examples of Form Based Codes (FBC) in Westwood.   
Eby suggests we start with ground rules and the coalition concurs.   
Jenkins suggests the meeting must convey context of what has been done so far 
(SWOT analysis and background summary) without going into a lot of depth.  
Discussion regarding having a deeper dive into FBC at a future meeting in August.   
Berger suggests we touch on the other benefits of revitalization such as public safety, 
vibrancy, and transformation.   
 
 
Proposed Agenda:  
9:00 am: Introductions 
Ross proposed we have a coalition member introduce all speakers. 
Discussion regarding having an “Open House” from 9-9:30 with the presentation starting 
at 9:30 am weighing the pros and cons.  Lewandowski suggests handing out the survey 
early to facilitate thinking.  
 
9:30 am: Presentation (Ross) “What is the Cincinnati Form Based Code and What 
Does It Mean to Westwood’s Business District?” 
Ross gave an overview of his presentation which will be roughly 45 minutes long.  He is 
being sensitive to using planning jargon and is trying to make it accessible for this 
audience.  Berger suggests having a glossary of terms as a handout.  Lewandowski 
suggests touching on the walkability aspect and having a destination within the 
business district and other such national trends and the research that supports it.   
Ross will touch on the 8 components of a successful business district: 
managed, retail-appropriate, safe, 
anchored, walkable, unified (from LISC presentation) 
 
10:15 Small Group Breakout Discussion: “Facilitated discussion using maps and 
illustrations of the potential future of the Westwood Business District and 
surrounding area.” 
We will use the surveys (see attached draft) passed out at the beginning as a 
discussion starter.   
Ross reports he has commitments from the following City Departments: Economic 
Development, Housing Division, Community Development, Transportation, and 
Planning. 



 

 

Discussion of having Ross facilitate a group of more in depth conversation vs. having 
the small groups form themselves.  We decided to let the groups form themselves.   
Discussion of the survey and the merits of the wording of the questions.  Ross suggests 
having prompts for the facilitators in case we have conversation lags.   
 
11:15 Report Back 
The facilitators will talk about themes that emerged from the small group breakout 
discussion.  Ross will take all the info back and import it into a survey which will produce 
charts and graphs and will share these with the coalition. 
 
11:30 Next Steps and Q&A 
Submit additional comments on the website (www.revitalizewestwood.com) another 
meeting on Thursday, 8/22 for a Coalition Community meeting which will focus on Form 
Based Codes 
 
Discussion of the importance of addressing crime and public safety and whether FBC 
will have an impact on that.   
 
Assignments on Saturday: 
see attached 
 
 


