
Westwood Coalition 
Meeting Minutes 
October 9, 2014 
Westwood Town Hall 
 
Present: Sr. Ann Rene McConn, Mary Jenkins, Greg Kissel, John Lewandowski, Tom Bonhaus,  

Judy Bonhaus, Mary Kuhl, Larry Eiser 
 
Minutes of the September 18, 2014 meeting were reviewed and approved as written. 
 
Coalition members discussed the process for making recommendations and determined that the 
Coalition would follow the same process used earlier:  making its recommendations to represented 
groups, seeking a response from them, and then presenting the recommendations to the community 
and to City Council and relevant city departments. 
 
Next, attendees reviewed the options for a Westwood Square, first identifying several approaches 
unsupported by most attendees.  Those options included the central Harrison square, no build, town 
hall rotary, and the original small square.  Reasons given mirrored those named by Coalition members at 
earlier meetings, by many residents, and in discussions with development experts.  Then, attendees 
identified preferred options, with option 4, the triangle/bowtie/mirror, as the strongly preferred option.  
Again, reasons named echoed earlier rationale, including opportunities for economic investment, best 
match for the listed criteria, most responsive to community interests and concerns, and opportunities to 
make it part of a larger, clearer, more cohesive plan.  M. Kuhl noted that she has not talked with 
Westwood Civic Association yet about its preferences.   
 
Coalition representations then discussed variations and blending of options, with M. Kuhl commenting 
that option 1, the no build, would refresh the business district.  She pointed to opportunities to improve 
trees, lighting, poles, and flower plots and described it as a less invasive approach.  M. Jenkins agreed 
that the attention option 1 pays to the business district is desirable, while adding the triangle as well 
addresses the criteria the community identified.  J. Lewandowski commented on the proposed 
improvement to traffic and pedestrian safety at Harrison, Urwiler, and Epworth, and the creation of a 
focal point in the business district.  L. Eiser agreed that the “no build” improvements should happen to 
address eyesores and deferred maintenance in the area.  M. Kuhl remarked that entrepreneurs can 
determine what is desirable and what has potential, and she encouraged attendees to focus energy on 
basic improvements.  G. Kissel spoke in favor of a consistent corridor, with public improvements as part 
of a comprehensive plan with a cohesive look.  Sr. Ann Rene McConn spoke to the desirability of 
encouraging investment.  J. Lewandowski mentioned the topographical challenges presented by other 
options and pointed to the triangle as the least invasive and most viable option that meets community 
expectations.  M. Jenkins remarked on the desirability of the triangle for the above-named reasons and 
its deliberate attempt to tie in town hall grounds with the heart of the business district.  L. Eiser brought 
up Mayor Cranley’s proposal for a beer pavilion facing the intersection of Harrison, Epworth, and 
Urwiler, commenting that, from a stakeholder standpoint, we need to create energy and demonstrate 
progress toward the neighborhood vision.   
 
Next, attendees reviewed the process to follow, agreeing that M. Jenkins would draft a report and 
recommendations within a few days to be reviewed by email and then presented to the four 
organizations for their input.   In early to mid-November, the Coalition will meet to consider responses 
and will then present the report and recommendations, with organizations’ input, the city department 



representatives and Council.   Attendees anticipate a coordinated lobbying effort to move the 
recommendations forward, with action teams to take on the specific steps to move the community’s 
preferences forward.  J. Lewandowski called it an entire vision that requires a sequence of action steps.  
M. Jenkins reiterated the need to present a comprehensive plan and community consensus, with a 
phased plan for bringing it to fruition.  M. Kuhl underscored the point that option 1, no build, isn’t 
nothing and asked that we recognize its benefits.   
 
The Coalition will next meet on October 23, 2014 and anticipates meetings on November 13 and 
December 4. 
 
There being no other business before the group, M. Jenkins adjourned the meeting at 7:45 pm.  
 
Minutes respectfully submitted, 

 
Mary Jenkins 


