
Westwood Coalition 
Meeting Minutes  
October 23, 2014 
 
Present: Mary Jenkins, Becky Weber, John Eby, Sr. Ann Rene McConn, Mary Kuhl,  

John Lewandowski, Herschel Benkert 
 

 
M. Jenkins introduced a short slide presentation on the Place Matters skills set, created by the 
Community Building Institute at Xavier University, as a means of pausing to review best practices 
associated with community and economic development.  Following a look at the slides, attendees 
discussed briefly Westwood’s attention to date to the various skills and needs like citizen engagement, 
public policy awareness, the capacity of strong lead organizations, and so on.   
 
J. Lewandowski remarked on the asset mapping and baseline economic study that has already taken 
place and the desired market study that would require funding and would provide metrics.  We 
discussed keeping Transportation and Engineering staff at the table as plans develop for the triangle 
option.   
 
M. Kuhl commented on the positive aspects of community engagement and on eyes on the street, but 
also pointed to current issues of public safety.  She urged focused attention on crime and safety.  J. 
Lewandowski underscored the necessity and importance of public/private partnerships to move 
Westwood’s plans forward, with support from the businesses and the importance of leveraging support 
from various corners.  H. Benkert commented on business concerns with J. Lewandowski describing an 
advisory group set up by WestCURC to serve as a resource to the business community.  We went on to 
discuss the Coalition’s intent to move forward with the development of a cohesive neighborhood effort, 
with short term wins like improvements to the maintenance and appearance of the historic business 
district. 
 
Lastly, we agreed to meet next on November 13 and to focus then on the process by which we (the 
Coalition and its represented groups) will work to move ahead with steps to move the recommendations 
forward.  We will identify organizations’ capacity to lead or work on specific aspects and to present 
unified support for the recommendations. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted, 

 
Mary Jenkins 


