
Westwood Coalition 
November 13, 2014 
Meeting Minutes 
Westwood Town Hall 
 
Present: Mary Jenkins, Fred Berger, Becky Weber, Tom Bonhaus, Judy Bonhaus, Joe Henke,  

Diane Siegroth, John Eby, John Lewandowski, Sr. Ann Rene McConn, Michelle Conda 
 
 
The minutes for the October 9 and October 23, 2014 meetings were reviewed and approved as written. 
 
Mary Jenkins reported that WestCURC, Westwood Historical Society, and Westwood Civic Association 
each responded positively to the Coalition’s recommendations regarding the Triangle option and related 
improvements.  Westwood Works’ approval is forthcoming as reported by John Eby. 
 
Attendees discussed approaches to conveying the neighborhood’s response to the recommendations 
and decided that Mary Jenkins should (1) post to the Coalition website, (2) send a press release to the 
media, (3) send the report and recommendations to City Council and involved department heads, (4) 
contact Western Hills Press to request coverage, (5) post the triangle image and encourage its use over 
the original square conceptual drawing, and (6) work with any of the represented organizations that 
might like to do a press release as well.  Also, a community meeting was briefly discussed but not 
planned.  Several attendees commented on the importance of the Coalition and its representatives 
speaking together and keeping the pressure on to move forward with plans. 
 
John Lewandowski commented on WestCURC’s focus on the business district, noting that it 
complements and strengthens the Coalition’s position.  He and John Eby remarked on WestCURC’s 
engagement of the Community Building Institute to help CURC move from a focus on housing to a focus 
on economic development.  They commented on the benefit of a neutral, experienced party to help 
guide the planning process and development of a work plan for the recommended improvements to the 
historic business district.  They also noted that CURC recently hired an executive director.   
 
Mary Jenkins encouraged the group to take advantage of these developments as well as the capacity of 
the rest of our organizations.  Fred Berger and John Lewandowski urged attendees to inventory our 
collective and individual skills and experience that will help the Coalition achieve its goals.   Fred Berger 
spoke to the importance of a lead organization.  Becky Weber commented on the role of the Coalition 
and the founding vision of the Coalition speaking for all of the organizations and working together.  John 
Lewandowski underscored the ongoing need for the Coalition to speak on behalf of the neighborhood 
but also commented that the CURC executive director could keep track of the day-to-day details and 
help move the project forward.  John Eby remarked on the need to move into a detailed, actionable 
work plan with clear responsibilities; a phase that will be more about details and progress than big 
community meetings.  Tom Bonhaus observed the group’s positive attitude and right direction.  Judy 
Bonhaus reiterated the need to identify talents or assets so that we are aligning people and work well. 
Joe Henke commented on us heading in the right direction and encouraged use of a point person and a 
single voice for these efforts.  Sr. Ann Rene McConn cautioned us to stay focused but to keep bringing 
people and ideas into the mix and to be open-minded.   
 



The group agreed to move ahead with asset mapping of individuals and organizations and to ask 
WestCURC to report at the next meeting on developments with the Community Building Institute.  We 
agreed to meet as planned on December 4. 
 
Fred Berger raised a concern about the triangle option, commenting that it offers little community space 
and green space.  John Lewandowski responded that the triangle is one component of the development 
plan for the business district, with tenants and other development around it.  Michelle Conda 
commented on the opportunities it creates. 
 
There being no other business before the Coalition, Mary Jenkins adjourned the meeting at 7:25 p.m. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted, 

 
Mary Jenkins 
 
 


