
 

 

Coalition Meeting Notes 8/27/13 6:30 pm Westwood Town Hall 
 
Present: Mary Jenkins, John Lewandowski, Tom and Judy Bonhaus, Fred Berger, Sr. 
Ann McConn, Cameron Ross, John Eby, Joe Henke, Kathy Bach (notetaker) 
 
Minutes from 8/14/13 meeting considered.  No changes.   
 
Recap/observations from community meeting from 8/22/13 (Westwood First 
Presbyterian Church): 
Many people were matter of fact and positive in addressing the FBC and drawing on the 
maps.  Overall response was positive, engaged and professional.  Not as many 
questions from the audience as perhaps anticipated, but Ross had already answered 
the FAQ’s provided by the coalition based on questions received.  Lewandowski asked 
what are the next steps for FBC implementation?  Ross states that it is a bit of a 
“moving target” and that will require working with each neighborhood and being flexible 
to their needs.  He also stated that he saw some break-throughs in terms of 
understanding the FBC as it relates to multi-family vs. single family homes.  Berger 
states these community meetings are helping to build consensus but asks about what 
happened to the plan of the Westwood Square?  Ross states before we can approach 
the Square, Westwood must first decide if it wants FBC and, if so, how do we want to 
apply FBC in Westwood?   
 
 
Next steps/actions: 
Lewandowski suggests making a motion to accept FBC and allowing each of the four 
organizations represented on the coalition taking this motion back to their respective 
boards and come back to then vote on this motion.  Berger suggests we amend that 
motion to say we “recommend” FBC (as opposed to “accept.”)  Discussion.  Eby 
suggests compiling the data from the last two community meetings and reporting that 
back to our respective organizations.  Jenkins suggests we use the website to report the 
information back to the community and to update it with the outputs from the community 
meetings.  Jenkins suggests having another community meeting to formally report back 
the data.  Discussion of finding the balance of leaving the recommendations to the 
planning professionals while still maintaining Westwood’s unique flavor.  Ross states 
that Westwood has gathered significant information and input and can move toward 
decisions.  Further, he noted that he needs to pull back on the number of Westwood 
meeting he attends given the number in recent months. 
  
Discussion of the timeframe: Jenkins suggests a timeframe of 8 weeks out.  Eby 
suggests 4 weeks out.  McConn likens Ross’s role as to that of a coach for the coalition.  
He provides guidance, but does not get in the way of the ball.  Ross thinks he can have 
results back to us from the map analysis this week. The challenge is to synthesize the 
data from the maps into something that makes sense.  Jenkins and Ross will work 
together to synthesize and draw conclusions from the data from the community 
meetings. 
 



 

 

McConn suggests having fact sheets of the basic facts of FBC to take to each of our 
organizations.  Ross states that he and Mr. Alex Peppers are working on a brochure.  
The coalition will then make the final recommendation regarding FBC in the Westwood 
business district.  September 27 City Council is moving forward with FBC in 
Madisonville.   
 
Discussion of our next public meeting.  It should be a “report back” meeting based on 
our findings.  Discussion of “consensus” vs. “compromise.”   
 
Bach will change the Pollman’s sign to read: “www.revitalizewestwood.com” 
 
Next meeting date TBD.   

http://www.revitalizewestwood.com/

