
Meeting notes for July 11, 2013 Coalition Meeting 

  
  

Present:  John Lewandowski, Herschel Benkert, Mary Jenkins, Tom Bonhaus  Lucy Bonhaus, Ann Ambler,  

Fred Berger, Melva Gweyn and Sr. Ann Rene McConn  Absent:  Kathy Bach.  Also Present:  Alex Peppers, 

City Planning Staff. 

1.  The notes from the previous meeting were reviewed and approved by all present.   

2.  Mary Jenkins summarized the e-mail responses she received so far.  We hope that comments will be 
made from those who have reviewed the website information. 
 
3.  The group reviewed the results of the Business Owners Meeting (July 8).   Generally, those who 
attended are pleased with the meeting.  Tom Bonhaus noted that it has always been difficult to organize 
the local business owners.  There is work to do, to encourage business owners to collaborate in making a 
good business district design. 
 
4.  We are informed that the library exhibit will be available on Monday July 15.  Cameron Ross (City 
Staff)   has supplied information – the purpose is to supply visual information regarding a business 
district renovation.  The City will mail postcard invitations to residents living up to ¼ mile from the 
business district.  And we are requested to deliver postcards, and other materials to invite other 
residents to attend the July 27, community meeting.  Kathy Bach will have a supply of those materials 
and members of the coalition are asked to help deliver them around the neighborhood. 
 
5.   The community meeting is being planned and the following items were discussed: 
 5.1 There will be 12 tables of 12 available.  There will be posted information for neighbors to 
look over.   
               5.2.  After people have gathered at the tables (10-12), Mary Jenkins will give a brief 
introduction.  
               5.3. Cameron will give a 30 minute introduction of the purpose of the meeting.   
 5.4.  Groups will discuss the items presented for discussion and facilitators or leaders will take 
notes that will later be submitted to the assembled group. 
 5.5. The main goal is to collect the ideas and the hopes for a better business district from the 
those present, so that those present will have an idea of the wishes of the group. 
 5.6. The outcome of the discussion will be added to the website content.  
 
6. Another coalition meeting is scheduled for the evening of July 24, details to be announced. 
 
7.  John Lewandowski presented a document for discussion to reaffirm the coalition membership’s 
understanding that the coalition will represent the community's consensus around historic business 
district. Attendees generally agreed that the coalition’s role is as described, though no action was taken. 
The document follows these minutes. 
 
 
Submitted by Sr. Ann Rene McConn 
In the absence of Kathy Bach 
 



Presented by John Lewandowski to the Westwood Coalition on July 11, 2013 
General agreement as to the assertions made, no action taken 
 

 

The April 18th meeting the motion was made and accepted that the coalition is the representative of the 

business district revitalization plan in relation to the City. 

I would like to transmit two point of procedure to the City: 

In public meetings when the question of “HOW” this (FBC, other plans) will be decided, the coalition and 

the City will have the same response:  

1. Community members will express their positions and opinions to the community associations, CURC, 

WORKS, HISTROICAL, CIVIC, (or the Coalition) who have representatives on the coalition, those opinions 

will be transmitted through the representatives and the coalition will vote and decide the issues at hand 

and transmit those decisions to the City. 

In order to not over tax City resources and maintain clear representation of all community members: 

2. Any proposal, ideas for the district or a possible Square will be presented to the coalition to be 

included in the decision process and not directly to the City.  

The City will refer and direct proposals back to the coalition for review and possible inclusion in the 

decision process. 


