
 

 

Westwood Coalition 

October 22, 2013, 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

 

Present:  Coalition members Mary Jenkins, Cameron Ross, Kathy Bach, Sr. Ann Rene McConn, John Eby, Tom 

Bonhaus, John Lewandowski, Joe Henke, Fred Berger, Tom Hodges, city planner Cameron Ross, and a number of 

residents 

 

1.  Welcome, background, format 

Jenkins set the ground rules for this steering business meeting, noting that, because of the number of attendees, she 

expected to maintain a two minute limit per speaker unless time permitted additional comments. 

 

Ross shared a quote with attendees: “Find out who you are and do it on purpose.”  Ross reports that HUD is 

underwriting part of a planning project for the City of Cincinnati as a whole which has nothing to do with HUD’s 

mission of affordable housing, but is a partnership with the EPA and the DOT to create sustainable communities.  

Part of the application on the City’s part is that we have neighborhoods that have signed on to be FBC early 

adopters.  Westwood is one of these communities.  Ross states we are not bringing more Section 8 or affordable 

housing to Westwood; rather we are focusing on revitalizing the business district.  Madisonville, College Hill, and 

Walnut Hills are moving forward with FBC.  The coalition has the ability to move FBC forward as it is representing 

a number of organizations in Westwood.  No group is underrepresented.  The coalition is serving as a conduit for the 

community to the City.  The City has resources to help Westwood, but the City wants Westwood to move forward 

instead of focusing on misinformation.  Most housing in Westwood fits the definition of “affordable.”   

 

2.  Approval of September 24, 2013 minutes 

MOTION by Berger to approve the minutes as written, seconded by McConn.  Approved.   

 

3.  Endorsements of recommendations, notification of city officials 

Jenkins reported the receipt of endorsements of the Coalition’s report and recommendations: Westwood Civic 

Association, Westwood Works, WestCURC, Westwood Historical Society, Madcap Puppets.   

Tom Bonhaus and Joe Henke report they are both supportive and endorse enthusiastically the recommendations of 

the Coalition.  Hershel Benkert was not in attendance.  Lewandowski asked Ross what the next step is to let the City 

know of our endorsements and recommendations.  Ross recommends we write a letter to Mr. Charles Graves and 

City Council members notifying them of our support.  The full recommendations can be read on 

www.revitalizewestwood.com  

Ross reports that the Cincinnati Form Based Code itself is designated to a place.  The Code is flexible enough to 

make specific to Westwood and suggests we have one more large community meeting for input to make the Code 

Westwood’s own.   

Lewandowski clarified that the Coalition’s next step is to define the map and then report back to the Planning 

Department of our recommendations.  Cameron likens it to us being the driver’s seat for this process.  The next step, 

for all intents and purposes, would be to change the zoning.  The Planning Committee would make this 

recommendation to Council who would then vote on it.   

 

4.  Jenkins asked for coalition members to form a group to organize next business owners' meeting. 

Bonhaus, Lewandowski, Henke, Hodges volunteered. 

 

5.  Jenkins asked for coalition members to organize next community meeting 

Eby, Berger, Bach, Jenkins, McConn volunteered.   

 

6.  Next meeting of coalition members 

Discussion of setting a specific date/time for future meetings.  We will establish that via email and post on the 

website: www.revitalizewestwood.com 

 

7.  Open forum 

Jenkins reminded attendees of the Q&A on www.revitalizewestwood.com.  The approved meeting minutes can be 

found on this site as well.   

 

Rick Boyd thanked the Coalition and Cameron for their transparency and work on this project. 
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Terri Premo reiterated Boyd’s thanks for transparency and reports she is enthusiastic about FBC.  Jenkins stressed 

there will be future opportunities for community dialogue. 

 

Greg Kissel stressed that Westwood residents need to work together and cooperatively toward the goals of the 

betterment of the community.  He thanked the Coalition for its work. 

 

Liz Kissel stated that she knew there was some controversy about FBC and unintended consequences, but that doing 

nothing also has unintended consequences.  FBC brings a sense of control to the business district.  This brings us 

opportunity and hope.  Not taking a risk would leave us in log cabins and outhouses. 

 

Ray Kroner said it is exciting and we have great housing stock in Westwood.  He applauds our efforts. 

 

Vicki Vigeris thanked us for such a well-organized meeting. 

 

Peg Rhein stated that as a volunteer at the Gardens for the past 12 years it is a wonderful thing and she applauds our 

efforts.  She looks forward to the pedestrian-friendly quality of FBC. 

 

Sharon Lewis stated that $10,000 was given to the Coalition to do a feasibility study.  She asserted that acceptance 

of the money subjects the Coalition to Ohio’s sunshine laws.  Next, stated that the Coalition was formed to study a 

potential Westwood Square, not the Form Based Code.  Then she inquired as to Jim McNulty’s removal as a 

Westwood Civic Association representative to the Coalition, asserting that it was illegal and that there may be a 

lawsuit.  She recommended that the minutes on the Westwood Civic website need to be amended to report that the 

vote on WCA was 8-7 in favor of the recommendations of the Coalition and FBC. 

 

Jenkins responded to Ms. Lewis’s statements that the Coalition is not receiving any money from the City and has no 

public funds.  The $10,000 from TIF funds is for a feasibility study and will not be handled by the Coalition, but 

rather by the City of Cincinnati.   Jenkins stated that the removal of Jim McNulty was WCA’s business and that 

since this is a Coalition meeting, it is not appropriate to discuss WCA procedures at a Coalition meeting.   

Jenkins thanked the attendees, applauded their energy, and reiterated that all meeting minutes are available on 

www.revitalizewestwood.com.   The meeting was adjourned. 
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