
 

 

Westwood Coalition  
Meeting Notes 1/9/14 6:30 pm Westwood Town Hall 

 
Present: Mary Jenkins, Herschel Bankert, John Lewandowski, Tom and Judy Bonhaus, 
Sr. Ann Rene McConn, Fred Berger, Rick Boyd, Tom Hodges, Kathy Bach (notetaker) 
 
Approval of December minutes.  Jenkins will post on revitalizewestwood.com 
 
Next Steps: 
City Process--The Planning Commission voted unanimously to approve the Form Based 
Codes (FBC)Recommendations on 12/13/13.  The next step is for it to go before the 
Neighborhoods Committee.  Walnut Hills FBC recommendations will go before the 
Neighborhoods Committee at 2 pm 1/13/14.   
Planning Department will meet with the 3 new Council Members to review FBC and 
bring them up to speed on the background and history.  Discussion regarding whether 
the Coalition should make formal recommendations to these 3 new Council Members.  
Berger inquired about the potential impact of Mayor Cranley’s support (or lack thereof) 
of FBC.  
 
Westwood Community--Discussion regarding how the Coalition should notify the 
community of the next steps of FBC in Westwood.  Jenkins has sent several emails 
back in December to the mailing list regarding FBC’s and Planning Commission.  T. 
Bonhaus suggested putting up a display at the Library. J. Bonhaus suggested writing a 
Press Release and submitting it to the Western Hills Press.  Jenkins reported that  
Soapbox Media contacted her with questions.  Jenkins requests that the Coalition send 
her quotes and talking points to compile.   
 
Other--Eby suggested advocating for the Feasibility Study.  Berger suggests traffic 
studies and a marketing push to keep FBC in the forefront of the public’s mind.  
Discussion.  Jenkins will follow up with Michael Moore and Department of Traffic and 
Engineering (DOTE).  There is no formal action required on the part of Coalition. 
 
The second recommendation from the Coalition’s report states: “The Westwood 
Coalition recommends that it work with the community to develop more specific 
proposals for the revitalization of the historic business district, apart from, but in 
harmony with the form-based code.”   
Lewandowski reports that Kathleen Norris is putting together a report from the business 
owner’s meeting on economic development within the business district.  
 
Roles of Coalition, WestCURC--Bach stated that the Coalition’s scope is finite and 
limited to the Square and FBC and that in the future WestCURC should take the lead on 
the revitalization of the business district.   
Lewandowski reports that there have been some changes on the WestCURC board, 
increasing its size and including more business owners.  Additionally, WestCURC is no 
longer focusing on housing, but is recommitted to focusing on the business district.  
WestCURC is hiring a paid Executive Director who could take this on as a full time job.  



 

 

Discussion.  Lewandowski stated that the Coalition has been a successful model for 
collaboration between the various groups in Westwood and we should continue to 
capitalize on these successes.  Berger suggests turning the Coalition into a “Super 
Group” of all groups.  Bach suggested bringing the groups together quarterly to increase 
communication on neighborhood issues.  Discussion.   
Jenkins brought up the third recommendation from the Coalition: “The Westwood 
Coalition recommends that it lead a community dialogue focused on economic factors 
and retail development as related to the historic business district.” Specifically, how do we 
start to focus on logistics and specifics?  Discussion regarding how to get the 
community involved and have a chance to lend their talents and ideas.   
Berger reiterated the need for marketing to attract developers.  Hodges suggests talking 
to developers to see what they are looking for in the way of marketing and also using 
our “human capital” of Westwood residents to move their small businesses to our 
district.  Discussion.  Lewandowski stated that Madcap and UC DAAP have a draft 
revitalization report, but could share that with the Coalition and publish on 
revitalizewestwood.com 
 
Jenkins reports she will be co-presenting with Cameron Ross at a planning conference 
on 1/31/14.   
 
Next meeting: January 30, 6:30 pm, Westwood Town Hall 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy Bach 
 
 
 
 
 
 


