
Westwood Coalition Meeting 
Minutes, February 20, 2014 
 
Present:  Mary Jenkins, John Lewandowski, Steven Bevan, Martha Kelly, Jeff Stine, Alex Peppers 
 
Mary Jenkins introduced Steven Bevan again as a UC DAAP student doing a service learning project.  Ms. Jenkins 
noted that City Council voted earlier in the day to approve the Westwood application of the form-based code.  
Twelve additional neighborhoods are exploring the possibility of an application of the form-based code.  Alex 
Peppers noted that the ordinance will be in effect in thirty days.  At that point, Planning would review any 
permit applications and would share any signage applications with the Coalition to walk through the 
requirements and process.  Any variance requests would still involve notices to community and stakeholders.  
Further, he noted council member Kevin Flynn’s concerns about accessibility language and issues in the form-
based code and the early involvement of the Center for Independent Living in its development.  Planning is 
inviting Mr. Flynn to participate in amendments.  Planning is working on the land development code now which 
will replace the zoning code.  Mr. Peppers commented that there aren’t any major developments yet in terms of 
development in the other form-based code communities; however, Trade & Development and the CURCs will be 
engaged in efforts in each neighborhood. Gerald Fortson and Bill Fischer (Trade & Development) will work with 
the Coalition now on development issues.   
 
Jeff Stine (DOTE) was appointed by Charles Graves as the DOTE liaison to the Coalition.  He was joined at this 
meeting by his colleague Martha Kelly.  Mr. Stine acknowledged that the $10,000 TIF funding for the feasibility 
study is a modest sum and no funding is earmarked for implementation.  Ms. Jenkins remarked on the Mayor’s 
enthusiasm for the Square, in addition to residents’ keen interest.  Ms. Kelly commented on her involvement in 
the design charrettes and her concerns with a number of engineering issues with the Westwood Square as 
depicted in the conceptual drawing.  Attendees were agreed that it’s important to step back and review what 
the goals are before examining issues related to parking and traffic flow to ensure that the identified issues 
would be addressed, or problems would be solved, by any plan.  Attendees discussed the focal point, or 
Main+Main, at Harrison, Epworth, and Urwiler, the desire to reduce speed at the heart of the business district, 
the intent to create usable green space, the length of the business district and the desirability of focusing on its 
center first.  Ms. Kelly commented on physical, legal, and monetary challenges of the Square and a number of 
modifications that might be considered, including, for example, street closing, fronting businesses with green 
space, and creating space as destination.   
 
The group discussed the benefits and cost of burying utilities to businesses and homeowners and to the city, 
approximately $1,200 per linear foot, or $1M per mile.  Several examples were mentioned.  Ms. Kelly 
commented on the traffic flow along Harrison, pointing out that it is extremely low compared to the past.  At its 
peak, there were 800-900 cars outbound per hour; now there are 450 outbound per hour.  Density in the area 
would have to be higher to support a speed limit under 35 MPH.  Next, she commented on supplemental 
lighting as a way to add pedestrian lighting.  Ms. Kelly spoke of challenges with the geometry of the Square and 
parking possibilities but also noted that she is not saying no to anything until purposes and possibilities are 
reviewed in more detail.  Mr. Stine and Ms. Kelly noted that the DOTE process going forward would include a 
review of the Westwood Square background and research to date, a review of traffic counts, and existing uses.   
 
The next meeting of the Coalition is scheduled for March 13, 2014. 

Minutes respectfully submitted, 

 
Mary Jenkins 


