
Westwood Coalition           
Steering Meeting, April 3, 2014 
 

Present: M. Jenkins, M. Kelly, J. Stine, J. Henke, J. Eby, L. Eiser, T. Bonhaus, J. Lewandowski, Sr. Ann Rene McConn, 
F. Berger, H. Benkert, S. Bevans 

 

Coalition members reviewed plans for the April 16 community meeting with presenters Elizabeth Bartley and Kathleen 
Norris.  It will be at Town Hall, with introductory remarks by M. Jenkins, followed by presentations with Q&A at the end.  
It is announced primarily via social media with flyers in some shop windows and distributed via area organizations. 
 

Next, discussion centered on the Westwood Square feasibility study, starting with a review of the community’s criteria, 
including walkability, supportive of economic development, capable of slowing traffic, a center for the business district 
with the gateways at Harrison & Boudinot and Harrison & Montana, green space, etc.  M. Kelly of DOTE noted 
considerations for traffic engineers, including an intuitive design, developable property, turn radius, crosswalks, what 
turns are allowed, etc.   J. Lewandowski referenced the early renderings by Caroline Duffy, which were provided to 
DOTE.  M. Kelly showed the conceptual drawing of the Square as depicted via auto CAD and noted that, as drawn, and 
applying truck templates, it would restrict parking, a bus would have no trouble maneuvering the Square, but a large 
truck would have challenges.  It was not presented as a thoroughly engineered plan, though, which is why a review is 
underway.   
 

Next, M. Kelly and J. Stine showed several iterations of the Square as a starting point to discussion, with a variety of 
features, like a large green space, a triangle, a street closing, etc.  Each of these versions has positive features and each 
presents challenges, as discussed by attendees.  A green space, disconnected from businesses, would have no direct 
impact on economic vitality of the shops or restaurants.  But open public space is a draw for redevelopment.  A very 
large square (or circle) would eat into existing properties significantly.   A partial street closing could create positive 
traffic flows but may present concerns.  Restaurants abutting green space could make use of sidewalk café space.  M. 
Kelly noted that total traffic volume along this section of Harrison Avenue is currently 10,000 vehicles per day as 
opposed to 15-16,000 ten years ago.  That means it does not necessarily have to be designed for two lanes.  She also 
commented on Ohio law that requires more density to lower the speed or more frontage in the business district.   
 

Next, attendees discussed parking briefly, noting that parking was the top concern for residents in community meetings.  
In Mt. Lookout, space was sacrificed to parking.  By the Montgomery Inn, there is parking in back of buildings and at the 
ends of the business district.  Single family residential space surrounding the business district is an asset and provides 
limited opportunity for parking development. The performance area at Town Hall could be repurposed.  Angles and 
bump outs can create parking along the street.  The point is that there are multiple options and the criteria and 
community preferences will drive the decisions.  A quick review of lighting considerations reminded attendees that there 
is no national standard yet for LED lights and decorative lights require an assessment on property owners.   Active 
businesses open in the evening add lighting to an area. 
 

Attendees then discussed the process moving forward.  Drawings at this point are abstract.  DOTE will fill them out more 
and put them on the same scale.  The Coalition and city offices will review the criteria and then engage area residents in 
discussion and comment.  Coalition members are aiming for a late May community meeting.   
 

Lastly, attendees discussed the need for a comprehensive revitalization strategy, focused exclusively on the historic 
business district, to move from the abstract desirable qualities and the current state to concrete steps.  M. Jenkins and J. 
Lewandowski will make inquiries about support for a community-engaged planning process and report back. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 

Minutes respectfully submitted, 

 
Mary Jenkins 


