
Westwood Coalition 
Steering Meeting, March 13, 2014 
 
Present: M. Jenkins, F. Berger, J. Henke, L. Eiser, T. Hodges, J. Lewandowski, Anne Ambler,  
  T. Bonhaus, Sr. Ann Rene McConn, J. Stine, M. Kelly, A. Peppers 
 
First, the attendees discussed plans for an April 16, 2014 community meeting with a focus on economic 
development.  It is intended as an educational session on the current state of the historic business 
district, informed by the research done by Elizabeth Bartley, and followed by a look at planned economic 
development, led by Kathleen Norris.  A small group consisting of M. Jenkins, Sr. Ann Rene McConn, J. 
Henke, and J. Lewandowski agreed to plan the event. 
 
Next, Jeff Stine and Martha Kelly of DOTE offered their thoughts on a process for the planning study, 
including information gathering and design development, emphasizing that it’s not intended to dictate 
the Coalition’s process but to complement it.  The DOTE representatives have been looking at 
conceptual alternatives to the artist’s rendering of the Westwood Square and they’ve worked up a scale 
drawing of the Square.  Carolyn Duffy previously created drawing of several alternatives, which Coalition 
members will give to DOTE.   
 
Attendees discussed the SWOT analysis and goals pertinent to the Square including dangerous corners 
and intersection, concerns about maneuvering and parking, speed, pedestrian safety, walkability, 
community space, green space, and focusing on the center of the neighborhood business district.   
 
Attendees discussed the importance of the focus on the center or square as a catalyst, including 
consideration of existing buildings and opportunities.  We need to ask what is possible and to be future-
oriented.  The Coalition needs to work on a development/revitalization plan.  Sr. Ann Rene McConn 
mentioned an urban design study conducted in 2004 which identified opportunities and topography 
challenges.   We discussed the current business owner and stakeholder engagement in the process.  J. 
Henke noted business owners’ concern regarding speed and parking, echoed by residents.   
 
The community will need to identify what land is available, keeping in mind the matrix of priorities and 
requirements.  F. Berger mentioned the value of developer stakeholders, pointing out that identification 
of funding sources is part of the revitalization planning process.  J. Lewandowski urged the development 
of a Coalition revitalization plan for the historic business district, not the same as the existing Westwood 
strategic plan, with its wider scope.  Coalition members agreed to move forward with that, following the 
April 16 meeting that focuses, in part, on this topic. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted, 

 
Mary Jenkins 


