
Westwood Coalition 
Steering Meeting, April 24, 2014 
 
Present: Mary Jenkins, Joe Henke, Larry Eiser, Herschel Benkert, John Eby, Jeff Stine,  

Martha Kelly, Diane Siegroth 
 
Minutes of the March 13, 2014 and April 3, 2014 meetings were approved as written. 
 
Attendees continued earlier discussions of design options for Westwood Square, in preparation for a 
June community meeting, as well as reviewing the previously identified criteria.  There was discussion of 
a comparison matrix for use at the community meeting, listing options and criteria.  Options considered 
to date include the square as depicted in the frequently referenced conceptual drawing, a larger square, 
a triangle balanced with the end of the Town Hall lot, an extensive space similar to Hyde Park Square, 
and a rotary around Town Hall focusing on Montana & Harrison.  It will be important for Westwood 
residents to comment on the degree to which each design accomplishes goals represented by the 
criteria. 
 
Coalition members discussed the value of long-term planning for the Square and the trade offs 
necessary to accomplish the primary goals.  Parking considerations are a major concern.  Green space is 
desirable but attendees commented on the risk of maintenance without balancing benefits or green 
space so expansive that it would sacrifice business development.  For the short term, façade 
improvements are possible throughout the business district and other opportunities will emerge over 
time.  Discussion centered on the opportunities the Coalition is working to create and attendees 
emphasized this is about business and neighborhood revitalization and not about taking properties.  
Over time, property owners’ opportunities and preferences may change and plans will expand or change 
to accommodate new opportunities.   
 
Martha Kelly, DOTE, noted that traffic volume at Harrison and Montana is at about 20,000 vehicles per 
day, while the volume is more like 10,000 along Harrison.  She noted that there would not be federal 
funding for a project that created a traffic problem instead of resolving one.   
 
Martha Kelly distributed a draft criteria matrix which attendees discussed.  Coalition members noted 
some items for modification for its use at the community meeting, to be discussed more thoroughly at 
the next steering meeting. 
 
Next, attendees discussed the format of the June meeting, expressing a preference for an overview of 
the criteria, a presentation with projected images of each option under consideration, and time for 
attendees to walk from drawing to drawing, writing comments and completing a matrix with ratings.   
 
The next steering meetings are May 15 and June 5, with the evening of June 12 selected for the 
community meeting focused on the Westwood Square.  Another planning meeting may be inserted in 
late May.  Mary Jenkins will confirm a location for the community meeting. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted, 

 
Mary Jenkins 


