
Westwood Coalition for the Revitalization of the Business District 
Meeting Minutes 
August 7, 2014 
Westwood Town Hall 
 
Present: Mary Jenkins, John Lewandowski, Larry Eiser, Fred Berger, Judy Bonhaus, Tom Bonhaus, 

Michelle Conda, Becky Weber, Valerie Baumann  
 
 
Minutes 
Minutes of the June 26 and July 17, 2014 meetings were reviewed and approved by acclamation, there being no 
corrections or concerns. 
 
Planning for August 19 Westwood Civic Presentation 
Attendees discussed a number of matters in preparation for the invited Coalition presentation on Westwood 
Square options at the upcoming Westwood Civic Association meeting.  We decided to use presentation slides in 
addition to printed copies of the images and to verbally present alternatives or blended options that have been 
suggested by area residents.  There will be three fifteen minute sections:  presentation, questions, and review 
with an invitation to comment. The presentation period will include pros and cons and comments.  We will hand 
out the summary page depicting the options. We agreed to frame the Q&A period as questions in the form of 
questions, not comments, to allow time for clarification and more detail. There was brief discussion of the 
feasibility study, with the reminder that it was to be a DOTE study using DOTE perspective and expertise, and, 
therefore, a focus on transportation-related issues.  A couple of attendees commented on the desirability of 
additional input from development and urban design specialists and from other city departments.  An attendee 
noted that there is representation from other city departments to the Coalition, including, to date, Trade & 
Development and Planning.  There was some discussion of stages of development, starting with what is smaller 
and achievable now, like streetscaping and repair work.  Some representation from DOTE is expected to allow 
for their involvement in the presentation and responses to questions.  We anticipate using the auditorium with 
tables to the side or in the hallway. 
 
Development and Investment 
We discussed using the sieve or lens of different perspectives to help the Coalition move closer to 
recommendations, including economic development, transportation, business owners’ perspectives, and 
residents’ input.  Coalition members desire a clearer, professionally informed sense of opportunities based on 
the drawings and a good sense of the impacts on our anchor organizations.  An attendee asked for us to get 
Greg Kissel’s perspective on the square and business district.  Another attendee commented on a perceived 
need for rental units for extended stays, for example, for interns at Madcap and for our out-of-town guests.  
Mary Jenkins will invite experts in economic development to the next meeting on August 28 to provide 
perspective on the Square options, including Kathleen Norris, Gerald Fortson, Steve Kenat, Albert Kanters, 
Neyer, and Towne.   
 
There being no other business before the Coalition, Mary Jenkins adjourned the meeting at 7:35 p.m. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted, 

 
Mary Jenkins 


