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REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
REGARDING A WESTWOOD SQUARE 

 
October 17, 2014 

 

Introduction 
The Westwood Coalition, a voluntary organization, was formed in spring 2013 and is composed of 

representatives from Westwood Civic Association, WestCURC, Westwood Works, Westwood Historical Society, 

business owners, and residents.  The Coalition’s purpose is to gather, synthesize, report, and recommend action 

to the City of Cincinnati based on community input on how best to improve pedestrian traffic, safety, and 

business opportunity in Westwood’s historic business district. This effort is based on the conviction that a 

thriving business district will help to stimulate and transform economic conditions in Westwood while retaining 

the neighborhood’s special character, and, thus, clearly establish the business district as a distinctive place and a 

destination.  

 

Focus of the Current Report 

This report summarizes the Coalition’s community-focused review process and feasibility study devoted to the 

concept of a “Westwood Square” and makes recommendations based on input received.  The Coalition, as part 

of its outreach, worked closely with representatives of the City’s Transportation and Engineering Department to 

examine a number of potential options for a Westwood Square for presentation to neighborhood organizations, 

businesses, and residents.  Options in conceptual form were developed by City staff, with consideration for 

traffic, safety, function, and general feasibility.  The Coalition then coordinated a series of public meetings in 

Westwood, with representatives of the City’s Transportation and Engineering Department in attendance, along 

with other City staff and outside development experts.  The purpose of the meetings in Westwood was to gain 

insight into residents’ opinions, on which this report’s recommendations are based. 

 

Since its last formal report in September 2013, the Coalition has met sixteen times, has held several well-

attended, engaged community meetings, and has presented at several other organizations’ meetings.  It 
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continues to provide updates via a website (revitalizewestwood.com) and offers an email address 

(revitalizewestwood@gmail.com) in order to share information and solicit comments.   

 

Coalition members appreciate the individuals, organizations, city officials, and businesses that have supported 

the Coalition’s work with expertise, meeting space, and input.  We also thank the many residents who came to 

learn about and provide input on the various concepts that were presented. 

 
 
Background 
In 2012, the City facilitated a series of design charrettes focused on neighborhood improvement, first city-wide 
and then in certain neighborhoods, including Westwood.  Through that process, and later validated in 2013 
through Westwood residents’ input, a focus emerged on Westwood’s historic business district, and centered at 
Harrison, Epworth, and Urwiler Avenues.  The focus location exists between the community’s gateways to its 
historic business district at Harrison & Montana Avenues at the southern end and Harrison & Boudinot Avenues 
at the northern end.  In 2012 and 2013, residents identified shortcomings at the heart of the district:  
shortcomings in vehicular and pedestrian safety, the lack of a defined public space at its center, a need for traffic 
calming and parking, the desire to activate a space for residents to meet and to connect, an extended space for 
community activities, and the need for a catalyst for economic development.  A Westwood Square emerged, 
first as a community-generated concept and later captured as a conceptual drawing.   
 
In January 2014, Michael Moore, director, Transportation and Engineering, City of Cincinnati, assigned Jeff Stine 
and Martha Kelly to work with the Westwood Coalition and to conduct a preliminary feasibility study of effects 
of conceptual options on the historic business district.  Ultimately, six conceptual options, and variations, were 
examined that addressed a significant number of the priorities that the community identified during the early 
phase of the process.   Those priorities became the framework and, ultimately, the criteria for evaluating 
options with the community as the Coalition's review process advanced. 
 
Public Input 
Throughout 2014, Ms. Kelly and Mr. Stine met with the Coalition and its community meetings to center on 
sought-after improvements and attributes for the heart of the historic neighborhood business district and to 
review a number of options that would accomplish the goals to varying degrees.  The Coalition held several 
widely attended community meetings to inform and seek input.  These meetings are described at length on the 
Coalition’s website, which also includes presentations and summaries of public input.  The Coalition points 
readers to revitalizewestwood.com for a fuller reporting.  The process is described here in brief. 
 
On April 16, 2014, outside experts Elizabeth Bartley and Kathleen Norris addressed a sizeable crowd to offer a 
research-based report on baseline economic conditions in Westwood’s historic business district and to address 
the potential for economic development.  See notes from the April 16 meeting for a fuller explanation of the 
research presented.   
 
The Coalition’s community meeting on June 12, 2014 drew a crowd of over 110 people for a report on the 
Westwood Square feasibility study, described here with the presentation materials here.  Following a report on 
the feasibility study and a presentation of six options, attendees were asked to evaluate the options and rank-
order the options based on community-identified criteria.  The Coalition’s website contains a report on 
community input, including additional comments received by email and at several subsequent community 
meetings held by other organizations.   
 

file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/WCA/revitalizewestwood.com
mailto:revitalizewestwood@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/revitalizewestwood.com
http://revitalizewestwood.com/2014/04/24/economic-baseline/
http://revitalizewestwood.com/2014/06/15/westwood-square-meeting-notes/
https://revitalizewestwood.files.wordpress.com/2014/06/westwood-square-june-12-2014.pdf
http://revitalizewestwood.com/2014/06/26/connecting-dots-and-comments/
http://revitalizewestwood.com/2014/06/26/connecting-dots-and-comments/
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To summarize, input from Westwood residents showed little interest in an option restricted to sidewalk 
replacement and streetscaping, without the creation of a physical space marking the heart of the business 
district.  Likewise, there was limited interest, and some concern for traffic safety, for an option that focused on 
traffic flow changes around Westwood Town Hall.  While some responded positively to the original concept of a 
smaller square within Harrison Avenue, challenges for activating the space and traffic engineering constraints for 
larger vehicles limited enthusiasm.  Another option, one in which much of the historic business district would be 
replaced, presented substantial feasibility, historical, and economic issues; nonetheless, it garnered support 
from many residents who imagined the possibility of a “clean slate." 
 
Preliminarily, community support was strongest for a larger square option, the Triangle, and Central Harrison 
Square.  The Coalition continued to meet to compile and consider residents’ opinions and suggestions. 
 
During early fall 2014, the Coalition invited representatives of the development community to provide expert 
opinion on two matters:  first, to identify the factors that developers and prospective property and business 
owners consider when contemplating a move into a business district, and, second, to consider the potential 
economic development opportunities afforded by each of the options.  These sessions were particularly 
informative because the experts reinforced key community insights and also provided critically important 
perspectives on what successful development takes.  The experts who attended meetings and spoke with 
Coalition members by phone examined in depth each of the options under consideration and were insightful 
with their findings and professional opinions. Reports on the meetings with developers, architects, and 
consultants are available here and here.   
 
Outside experts sought out by the Coalition effectively ruled out the Central Harrison Square option for its scale 
and impact.  They provided important input on each of the others, expressing a strong preference for the 
Triangle/Bowtie/Mirror option ( the "Triangle option") due to its feasibility and the multiple opportunities it 
presents for the intersection.  
 
In fall 2014, the Coalition met to review the options and variations against the community-identified desired 
attributes, to summarize findings, and to develop a recommendation to present to its member organizations.  
The Coalition has come to the conclusion that the Triangle option is the preferred approach for the following 
reasons: 
 
1. The Triangle option creates a tangible, recognizable place, a focal point near the center of the business 

district with spaces that can function to support activities for Town Hall, abutting properties, and larger 
venues that can take place up and down Harrison Avenue. 

2. A direct spatial connection to historic Westwood Town Hall grounds and to the surrounding buildings is 
created in the Westwood business district. 

3. An extension and addition to the green space in Westwood, one of the community's long-held treasures, is 
inherent in the plan.  Green space created is easily integrated into enhancements of streetscaping that can 
and should be planned along Harrison Avenue. 

4. Pedestrian and vehicular safety of the focus intersection and Harrison Avenue is improved with the plan.    
5. The plan is readily achievable from a transportation and engineering perspective. 
6. Potential real estate development opportunities created on the western parcels can further support the 

business district. 
7. A flexibility of uses of the outdoor spaces is afforded in the plan. 
8. Streetscaping, historic street lighting, and other public improvements can be easily integrated into the plan. 

http://revitalizewestwood.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/westwood-coalition-sep-18-2014.pdf
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9. The option respects, embraces, and enhances the historic character of the business district. Several historic 
landmark buildings in the historic district, most notably Town Hall, Westwood United Methodist Church, and 
the Madcap Center, are afforded improved vistas while improving their immediate surroundings. 

10. The option appears less disruptive that other more intrusive solutions. 
 
It is important to note that the Coalition’s identification of a preference is not done with disregard for other 
options.  After careful study, the Coalition arrived at the conclusion that this option is the one that combines 
some of the best aspects from the other options in an organized and cohesive manner.   
 
What’s in a Name? 
While options for a Square began as a square shape, the Coalition wasn’t wedded to a particular geometrical 
shape as evidenced by its purposeful consideration of a number of options and variations throughout the 
process.  While the label, “Westwood Square” has been convenient, the Coalition acknowledges that other 
names are possible and probably desirable.  Development of a suitable name for the place should be part of the 
continued planning process.   
 
Recommendations 
The Westwood Coalition, based on considerable public input from Westwood and outside experts and its 

deliberation, makes the following recommendations: 

 

1. The Westwood Coalition recommends the adoption of the Triangle option to be implemented as a 
public space in the historic business district, as it has been found to best meet the identified criteria 
established by the community, represents significant improvement in appearance and safety, signifies 
and enriches the historic character and center of the neighborhood, and in conjunction with other 
improvements can reinforce, enhance, and improve the historic business district. 

2. Further, the Westwood Coalition recommends that Triangle option, at the intersection of Harrison, 
Epworth, and Urwiler, be further designed and developed in conjunction with corollary development on 
the grounds of Westwood Town Hall, in the area known as the Broadbeck Performance Pavilion, and 
advanced in conjunction with complimentary streetscape, historic lighting, sidewalk, and signage 
improvements along Harrison Avenue in the historic business district. 

3. Further, the Westwood Coalition recommends the engagement of the Coalition and all of its 
represented organizations in the swift development and adoption of an Action Plan for implementation 
of improvements in the historic business district, to include the above-named recommendations and the 
related actions needed to accomplish them in a coordinated, cohesive, and effective means. 

 
Request for Response 
We request a response on these recommendations from each of the four organizations represented by Coalition 
members within thirty days, or not later than November 4, 2014 so that we may consider all of the input 
received in a timely manner. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Mary Jenkins, facilitator 
The Westwood Coalition 


